APPENDIX VI
REPORT OF PARALLEL SESSION 
OF THE WORKING GROUP ON METEOROLOGY (WGM)

1. The meeting of the WGM was convened by Chair, Mr Wang Bangzhong (China) at 11:00, January 21, 2009 in Chiangmai Phucome hotel, Chiangmai, Thailand. The meeting was attended by 30 participants from the Members of the Committee as well as the representatives of WMO, ESCAP, ICAO, and TCS. No representative from DPRK and Lao DPR attended the meeting.
2. The Agenda for the meeting of WGM included the Report of WGM Chair, Reports of the Members in respective areas, and preparation of the WGM report including review of activities in the past year, recommendation for the coming year, and budget as well as nomination of officers for WGM.

3. The meeting took note of important progress made in the implementation of the TC Strategic Plan and annul operating plan during the past year under Meteorology by Members.
4. The meeting also noted that the outcomes of meeting of Working Group on Meteorology during the Integrated Workshop on coping with climate change in the Typhoon Committee Area in Beijing/China September 2008.
5. The meeting was satisfied with the development of “Typhoon Information Processing Systems (TIPS)” and noted that almost all Members have their own operational/experimental system.
6. The meeting noted with satisfaction the progress of T-PARC (THORPEX Pacific Asian Regional Campaign) with the aim to explore the effectiveness of an interactive forecasting system to improve tropical cyclone track forecasts.

7. The meeting noted the progress of assessment of change of frequency and intensity of tropical cyclone in Typhoon Committee region by providing a collective report on frequency and intensity change of tropical cyclones.

8. The meeting also noted the progress of considering the classification of typhoons in the Typhoon Committee region.
9. The meeting was satisfied with the development of communication system in the Typhoon Committee area. As an important progress, Cambodia was connected to GTS on 23rd July 2008. Now, all Members in this region are covered by GTS.
10. The meeting expressed its appreciation to the Chair of WGM, Mr Wang Bangzhong (China), and Vice Chair of WGM, Ms Duong Lien Chau (Viet Nam), for their contribution during the past four years.

11. The Members of the working group nominated Mr. Lei Xiaotu (China) as Chair, Mr. Nguyen Dai Khan (Vietnam) and Mr. Nathaniel Cruz (the Philippines) as Vice-Chairs.
Recommendations
On the basis of the information provided by Members and the outcomes of the WGM paralleled session and the Integrated Workshop on coping with climate change in the Typhoon Committee Area in Beijing/China September 2008, the following recommendations are proposed to the Session of the Committee: 

· To form an expert team to continue the assessment process on the change of frequency and intensity of tropical cyclone in order to form a critical assessment and make suggestions / interpretation on this matter for the policymaker and the public. Recommended members include James C. Weyman (USA), Woo-Jin Lee (ROK), Ming Ying (CMA), MRI/JMA, HKO. Macao is the coordinator.
· To pay attention to the progress that has been made by the Panel of Tropical Cyclone on ‘tropical cyclone and climate change’, including that an expert team has already been set up, and a book chapter on the topic has been finished. It should also be noted that the IWTC-VI statement on this issue is going to be revised in March 2009.
· To further develop the project “Typhoon Information Processing Systems (TIPS)” considering its importance in promoting the exchange of experiences among members and improving TC forecast tools of all the Members, although it is noted that it will be very difficult to distribute a uniform TIPS among Members. Actions being planned included organizing the workshop for further Introduction of TIPS of each Member in conjunction to TRCG EPS workshop in May 2009 in Jeju ROK.
· To develop a guideline for quantitative precipitation estimation (QPE) quantitative precipitation forecast (QPF) techniques and a regional storm surge forecasting system for urban areas.
· To enhance the interaction among WGM, WGH and WGDPP by promoting the project entitled ‘Disaster Decision Support System for Urban Flooding in Changing Climate (2009-2010)’.
· To agree that there is no need to change regional common standard and each Member can establish extra categories as necessary.
· To exploit and share the outcomes of T-PARC among Members and to pay attention to the planning field experiment in 2010 with focus on the ocean responses to the tropical cyclone.
· To request WGM to put forward the procedures of consultation and discussion among the Member as leading by RSMC Tokyo during TC period by using the existing channels such as telephone, website and email system aiming at exchanging the latest information about tropical cyclones. A web-based forum is suggested to be set up in 2009 and members are also encouraged to make discussions by telephone. The list of contact information of all members for the discussion is suggested to be prepared and distributed.
· To request Members concerned to take the necessary action by upgrading the communication system for WMO information system – WIS and migrating from A/N to BUFR.
· To continue the efforts on the improvement of warning information dissemination, including a roving seminar on forecast techniques, warning dissemination and media skills.
· To appoint Mr. Lei Xiaotu (China) as Chair of WGM, Mr. Nguyen Dai Khan (Vietnam) and Mr. Nathaniel Cruz (the Philippines) as Vice-Chairs of WGM. [image: image1.png]
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